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TH E CNLY ROSE.
T

what a touse I be. I don't see I
had to go and pick the old rose for.any- -

W"i'"'declare, they did look real handsome.
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was nothin ever sounded so sweet to me.
I ain't one that ever had much fancy, but
I knowed Albert had a pretty voice."

Mrs. Pickford's own voice trembled a lit-
tle, but sh hdl up the last bouquet and
examined it critically. "I must hurry nowan put these in water," she said, in a
matter-of-fa- ct tone. Pittle Miss Pendexterwas so quiet and sympathetic that her
hostess felt no more embarrassed than if
she had been talking to her.elf only.

"Yes; they do seem to drooo some; t
Is a little warm for them here in the sun,"
said Miss Pendexter; "but you'll find
they'll come up If you give them their fill
o water. They'll look very handsome to-
morrow; folks'll notice them from the road.
You've arranged them very tasty, Mis'
Piekford."

"They do look prettv, don't they?" Mrs.
Piekford r?gnrded the three in turn. "I
want to have them all pretty. You may
dem it stranrre. Abbv."

"Why, no. Mis' Piekford," said the guest
sincerely, although a little perplexed by the
solemnity of the occasion. "I know how
'tis with friends that having one don't
keep you from wanting another; 't is Just
like havin' somethin' to eat, and then want-i- n

somethln to drink just the same. I ex-
pect all friends And their places."

Put Mrs. Piekford was not interested in
this figure. r:nd still looked vague and anx-
ious as she began to brush the broken
stems and wilted leaves into her wide cal-
ico apron. "I done the best I could while
they was alive," she said, "and mourned
'em when I lost em. an I feel grateful to
be left so comfortable now when ail is
over. It seems foolish, but I'm still at a
loss about that rose."

"Perhaps you'll feel sure when ycu first
wake up in the morning." answered Miss
Pendexter solicitously. "It's a case where
I don't deem myself qualified to offer you
any advice. Put I'll sav one thing, seeing
's you've been so friendly spoken and con-
fiding with me. I never was married my-
self, Mrs. Piekford. because iu wasn't so
that I could have tho one I liked."

"1 suppose he ain't livin. then? Why.
I wasn't never aware you had met with
a disappointment. Abby," said Mrs. Pick-for- d

Instantlv. None of her neighbors had
ever suspected little Miss Pendexter of a
romance.

"Yes'm. he's livin'." replied Miss Pen-
dexter humblv. "Xo'm, I never have heard
that he died."

"I want to know." exclaimed the woman
of experience. "Well. I'll tell you this,
Abby: you may have regTetted your lot,
and felt lonesome and hardshiped, but they
all have their faults, and a sinslo woman's
got her liberty, if she ain't got other bless-in's-."

" T wouldn't have been my choice to live
alone," said Abbv. meeker than before.
"I feel verv thankful for my blessin's, all
the same. You've always been a kind neigh-
bor. Mis' Piekford."

"Whv can't you stop to tea?" asked
the elder woman, with unusual cordiality;
but Miss Pendexter remembered that her
hostess often expresses a dislike for unex-
pected company, and promptly took her de-
parture after she hail arisen to go, glanc-
ing up at the bright flower as she passed
outside the window. Tt seemed to belong
most to Albert, but she had r.ot liked to
say so. The sun was low: the green fields
stretched away southward into the misty
distance.

II.
Mrs. Pickford's houce appeared to watch

her out of sight down the road, the next
morning. She had lost all spirit for her
holiday. Terhaps it was the unusual excite-
ment of the afternoon's reminiscences, or
It might Have been simply the bright moon-
light night which had kept her broad awake
until dawn, thinking of the past, and more
and more concerned about the rose. Py
this time it had ceased to be merelj-- a
flower, and had become a definite symbol
and assertion of personal choice. She foundit very difficult to decide. So much of herpresent comfort and well being was dueto Mr. Piekford; still, it was Mr. Walllswho had hppn most unfortunate, nnd towhom she had done least lustlce. if rtie
owed recofrnition to Mr. Piekford. she cer-tainly owed amends to Mr. Wallls. Ifshe him the rose it would be for thefake of affectionate apology. And thenthere was AUrt. to whom she had nothought of being either Indebted or forgiv-ing. Put she could not escap? from the ter-
rible feeling of indecision.

It was a. beautiful morning for a drivebut Mrs. Piekford was kept waiting some
time for the chaise. Her nephew, whowas to be her escort, had found muchsocial advantage at the blacksmith's rhop.
so that it was after 10 when, she finally
started with the three flat-back- ed bou-
quets,, covered with a newspaper to protect
them from the sun. The petals of the
almond flowers were beginning to scatter,
and now and then little streams of water
leaked out of the newspaper and trickled
down the steen slope of her best dress tothe bottom of the chaise. Even vet she

hous ekeeper, for it of X W .

X A Vthe immediate possession ofv nnd onrnots he wants, and
pay for them little at a time.

Americas Lamest, Most Accommodating

HOUSE FURNISHERS.

Cut out and paste the above

seven pieces on stiff paper;

place them together so as to

form a square; mail or bring

it to the People's Outfitting
Co. on or before Wednesday

To the first twenty-fiv- e solv-
ing this puzzle, we will present
this handsome quarter-sawe- d

oak table. Tho next fifty will
get the table at 50 cents, and
all others sending us a correct
answer will bo entitled to ono
at CO cents.morning.
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4.
Just tvhen? tlie village abruptly endvl, j

and tne rrc.Mi mowing neids l.tp.in, steed
JIr r.ickford's house, looking1 down, the
read with all Its windows, ami topped by
two prim chimneys that stood up Uko
car?. It was placed with an end to the
roaJ. and fronted southward; yen could
follow a straight path from the pate past
the front door and find Mrs. Uickford
sitting by the last window of all in the
kitchen, unless he were solemnly stepping
about, prolor.sins the stern duties of her
ternary housekeeping.

One day in early summer, when almost'
every one else in Fairfield had put her
house plants out of doors, there were
ftill three flower pots on a kitchen win-ja- w

sill. Mrs. Uifkford spent but little
time over her rose and cranium and Jeru-?alo- m

cherry tree, although they had
ira!n"l a kind of iKronality bom of Ions
association. They rarely undertook to
tloom. hut had most courageously main-
tained life in spite of their owner's

but conscientious care.. I,ater
in the sea.son she would carry them out of
doer, and leave them, until the time of
fronts, under the shade of a sreat apple
tree, where they miht make the best
of what the summer had to slve.

The afternoon ?un was pouring in, the
Jerusalem cherry tree drooped its leaves
in the heat and looked pale, when a nelfih-bo- r.

Miss Pendexter. came in from the next
kou?e but one to make a friendly rail. As
th passed the parlor with its shut blinds,
end the sitting room, ahso shaded carefullv
fmm the liht. she wished, as she had
done many times before, that somebody
beside the owner might have the pleasure
of living in and using so good and plpa-e- nt

a hou?e. Mrs. Diekford always com-jlain- ed

of having so much care, even whilrr.e valued hers-- lf intelligently upon bav-
in? the right to do as she pleased withone of the best houses In Fairfield. Miss
I'end.-xte- r was a olieorful, oven ga" fittl

on. who always brought a pleasar
of excitement, and usually had agenuine though small piece of news to tellcr some new asct of already receivedInformation.

Mrs. Hickfonl rmiled asfT thi sprfshtly neighbor com7:Yff vjhS

1 f,i.in ,is one rni,rhtti.l-- n Off hor r.-r- , 1,.1 s'0. to be

lf-- ! to-.li-- -" ht 'aion.klivllv ns 'shV JL '.u. lh.e 5"t asked

to" do with Vnfall

svver.d. "Vou know my sister' Papons1- -acreat hand tn, r;,;,-f- t

takes after i ir..i.V L'il'- - a.n ??

fertiliser trv r"'.y. V" ,,ur: some

o'?n r1 to eat hislner one: He's been land lf,oks peaked. I extot i,tir HtL

AMiy, u s a pretty time ofL' --Soothe

M b alnlihefaw Tommy coming There. h"s lik"lv
t"yU,ri rHit""l n's dinner I barf en- -Iwell prepare,. I don't know buthnni?''lVf,l;lte f that f;im5,V- - On'.V I'vethinkin' since he wentftn I ran't remember that I ever wis " A

boated with my spring cleaniTwas owin' to the weather." explained;d.s iv ndoxter. "Xne at us r.ml.l b

fir? VTl hva? 'Pt n room doneIhnrSl loV ,Mnr' h- - ;nrl br4.' of it to others'jharne. never let on when they do the
The two women langhe,l together cheer- -

t! r101",.1,?1,1? 'tween the windows
fn - VPrc'a'1, V e flowers. Shf was sort-.r- m

vlowI ,nto thr beaps.
hy. Iu.,,f" ,lei',ar you haven't cota roe in bloom yrurself." rxrdaimed n?sleno-evte-r abruptly. as if the bud hadnot tv-e- announced weeks before, ynd itsprogress regularly eommentfHl upon. "Ain'tit j;. lovely rcse? Whv. .ris' TMckford!"iT. 119 out "ly." M Mrs--. Diek-lor- d.

with a somewhat plaintive air. "I'mpiai you crme in w as to see It "
The bright flower was like a face. Some-how the b. auty and life ef it were surpris-ing In the phrln room. like a. ray little childwho might suddenly appear in a doorwnv.

-- vl!?s pendexter forgot herself and her hr't-f?- sand the tangled mass of garden flowersInking at tne rerl rose. File even forgottnat it was incumbHnt upon her to earrvrorward the conversation. Mrs. Pirkford"""Jt to fits of untlnif lv silenewhich ma ! her frir.N onxiouslv sweenthe corners of their minds in search ofmxthlng to say. but any one wh lookednt her nov- - couM easily see that it was not
Jiovert v e.f though that t.h!o her spee h- -

but on overt.urdt.ning sense of theInexpressible.
"f'r'.. i. .. t.4" inane up ail vour r.r.wers intoNTiets? I think the short-stemme- d kinds

; often pretty in a. d!h." suggested Mi-- 2
I erdxtcr compfissSonately.

"I tn tirht I rho-ai.- l mc- - them into threebo.juets. I wish th-r- e w i'r.'t ouite ro many.
'!ter Kliza's wn-- lavish with hr llow-r- s:

she's always been a kind sister. to"paid Mr. Pick ford aguey. She was notart to spak with s mu'-- sentiment, how-ever, and a her mjicbl.i.r lo.Wd at
, rarrowly sb. deteete unusual sin.?of emotion. Jt suddenly be-

came evident that the threenosegays were connects in her mid withlir lereavenunt ri three husbands, andMiss Pendexter s somewhat aroused curi-
osity w.as fjuletefl by the dieoverv that herfriemi was bent upon a visit to the burving
pround. It was the- - time of year whenih wax pretty sure to spend an afternoonthre, and sometimes they had taken the
walk In eomn:my. Miss Pendxtr ex-
pected to receive the usual invitation. bt:t
th-r- wax nothing further said nt the mo- -
tnent, and the looked again at the prettv
rt

Mn. Piekford aimlessly handled tie1
syringas and flowering; almond sprays.
Choosing them rait of tie fragrant heap
onlv t. lay th.-r- : !own arain. Stv ViiN'td
out of the" wir.d.-w- ; then gave Ml.-- s IVndex-te- r

a lor.. reisiv !oik.
"I exiK-e- t you're xroin to earrv 'em overto the burying ground?" livniired the guest,

la : vvmpathetii; tone.
"Yes'm." said th hostess. now well

Ptartel in conversation, and in quite her
very-da- y manner. "You see I was goin

over to my brother's folks to-nior- rw. in
S'-'Ut- Fiilrfleld. t pass the day; they said
they were goin to send oyer to-morr-

to ave a wagon at the blacksmith's, and
thev'd hitch that to their test cbal.-t.-s-o I
could ride back very comfortable. You
Vnow I have to avoid bein" out in the
ra'rnin sun?"

Miss Peralexter smiled to herself at thh
moment: she was rMigtd to move from hf-- r

chiilr at th- - window, the JIhv sun was
s hot on her back, for Mrs. Piekford nl- -
XV ays kept the curtains rolled hiwh up,
rut of tbe. wav. for fear of fa-bn- and dust.
The kitchen was a 1 1 izc of light. As for
the Sunday rha l eint' sent. It was well
kn..vi ihaf Mrs. I :i -- !:for.l's niarrJd brotb-r- s

and sisters comprehend 1 tlv. irath
that he was a woman f iroperty, ar.l hail
neither rhi k nrr cb.ild.

"So I thr- - i- -ht 't was a pr..d opportunltv
to yi"l Mop au set if the II'd was in irol

" !a?-- t spring Mr. Wa'lis's ytr.ne l.ove
kith the frut: an so I could tak tivs

v.ers. S!;e rave a sigh. "I ain't one
Put ran bat !l ,vrrs ln a close room hoy
bring on a but I enjoy 'era as
I- - m :e j.nv't." lv lev h w at. onlv vou
r.ever I:row

.
wh.at to put 'em in. If I could

t in tl'e tjinrnin' sin. as sm o.'
rind k. ; !I.,w-r- s in the heus, I f houi I

bave ij,. a g;u-dln-
. certain," and she slglird

iii'-'in- .

"A garde n'.s a Fight V rare, but T don't
v.t :ie o the e rr' I give to mln .

I hcv to ant en lhovers s-'- s to m',-C'- ,

r'T!i i ' i,, :.- - t.t.-tr-'t- Ml-- s i iviext-- r
r'illv. l.a.I onlv a tinv strio 'f land
i - I'l l a r v.i b-- .t sh a.hvavs hr'.I sorn -

to gi v- - away, and made ri.p-- rut
1 r narrow iovertv. "A f w lU w.--r-

'i- -t mi rtiii-l- i !,h fimiri' ns more
e .'I'id!. Y'U iet aiuainted

v.dth thiri'-,- : when o n'v.- - only sot one or
two Puts. My v.dlliams Ia Just like
fa'ks."

"Mr. l:i' i:ford vas partial to sweet Wil-
li in .' s.dd M: . '.'. kfor 1. "I never knew
him to take noti; of u sort of ll'iv.'- -
rs. Wh !i v.f'd r t vr to i:i:za'H he'd
walk down h r gardin. an' lu'd never make
Ti '(,!iu.n-nl- : urtil he 'u:ne to them, and
th'n he'd say, T'nos i suet williams.'
IIw many timn I've beard him."

"Voii out-ti- t to have a pprir of Vni for
Mj toVi'jet." suKgtOcd ?dl.-- s p. ndXter.

'Tes. I've put a ."pri? in," sai-- her com- -
ptirJofi.

At thU moment Ml.- - Pendexter tk arp j,k at the bouquets, and frmd thatthey were a nearly alike ns e.r-fu- ! handscrmia make th?rn. Mrs. P.J.-kf- c rd v:i evi-
dently trying to reach absolut'.' impar-
tiality.

"I Ion't know Put you think it's foolishto tie Vm up th!h afternoon," she said pres-
ently, as he wound the Mrs with a Mouttrirg. i thourht I cjvjI I put 'em in a

ukfct o' waur ut In the shed, where

the chaise.proached fell out w I keptyou told me. This one
it. I don't know's you 11 care, l can cue
"ll? her now with a

ln his but-

tonhole:
something gnytook. There was

it was the red rose.
like RlrL ..VourAunt Piekford blushed

jn' front of the
p buying

- uj
well I guessThe rose was made for you;
it pretty in your coat. John."

Sh? thought of Albert, and the next mo-

ment the tears came into her old eyes.

JAnivWSt ffinda. Just such a tall
Qtraitrht you be." she said

droveaions.fi "The flower he firstas they
give me was a rose. ..
--Sarah Orne Jewett, In' Atlantic Monthly.

OUT OF THH OIlDIXAItY.

No fewer than 1.760 ancient manuscript
copies of the New Testament in whole or in
part exist.

It is one of the odd things in nature
that the number of rows on arpear of corn
is always even.

Th annual death rate of New York is
2U7 In the thousand, the highest rate of
any large city. ;

Totatoes are' most greedily, devoured In
Germany, where the people eat $280,000,000

worth every year.
It has jut been demonstrated that a gal-

lon of alcohol can be made frorna bushel
of swet potatoes.

Of the 250 counties of Texas, 2G have less
than 100 inhabitants; 37 less than 1,000, and
only 81 over 10,000.

Dr. II. K. Carroll estimates that of a pop-tilatl- on

of 62.1122.250 in the United States,
56,992,000 are Christians.

German editors receive an average of $0.71
salary per week;, proof readers, $o.22; com--positor- s,

$3.96; the devil Rets $1.42.

The smallest horse in existence belongs to
the Shah of Persia- - It is 12? inches high
and wears gold shoes worth $20 each.

The cantaloupe is a native of America,
and so named from a place near Home,
where it was first cultivated ln Europe.

A copy of tho original edition of Izaak
Walton's "Angler," printed in 1653, was re-

cently sold for nearly $1,500 by a Cleveland
book firm.

collector at Bombay has among his
curiosities a Chinese god marked "Heathen
Idol." and next to it a gold pi?ce marked
"Christian Idol.'

There is a lighthouse to every fourteen
miles of coast in England, to every thirty-fou- r

miles in Ireland and to evsry thirty-seve- n

miles in Scotland.
Mozart was small and slight. Ills face

was very thin and pale, and his nose, nl-wa- vs

prominent, became much more so
from the extreme emaciation of his later
years.

The longest continuous cataleptic sleep
known to science was reported from Ger-
many in 1S'J'2. the patient having remained
absolutely unconscious for four and a half
months.

There are nearly 26,000 adult Christians in
Japan, distributed as follows: Presbyteri-
ans, 11,1'): Congregationalists. 10,760; Meth-
odists, 7.0S9; Episcopalians, 4,366; Baptists,
1.7G5; all others. 2C8.

The United States navy now ranks sev-
enth among the world's fleets. It consists of
forty-on- e vessels. During the past year nine
ships were launched and six completed and
placed in commission.

In 1S35 the rate of wages ln Europe was
verv low. Day laborers in-Ital- received 8
cents per day; in Russia, 12 cents; in Hol-
land, IS cents; in France, 30 cents: in Eng-
land. 40 cents; In the United States, 84
cents.

There is a club in Kerlin called the
Giants, every' member of which Is six feet
tall. Vienna has a Lazy Club, no member
of which does anything 'for a living, and
London a 15ald-heade- tl Club, where nothing
bat polished skulls are seen.

ThD famous gun, "Ixmg Tom," of the
armament of the brig Armstrong, which did
such good 'service In the' historic engage-
ment in the Azores in the early days of the
Republic, is to be taken to Washington for
safe keeping at the navy yard.

Recent statistics show that while mission-
ary societies ln this country' have H.OtO
missionaries, 11.2.".'; native helpers and 29.1,-82- ;I

communicants, the societies of Grent
Britain have 1.252 missionaries, 27,656 native
helpers and 3J:,1S3 communicants.

it is generally supposed that the Brook-
lyn bridge has the longest single span
41.505 fe.-t-) In, the wojld. bXjt. there are sev-
eral much longer, two in the bridge in the
Frith of Forth are each 1,700 lri length,
and that over the Oxus has a span of 2,-0- 04

feet. The proposed Hoboken bridge will
hav? a single span of 2.S50 feet.

In many parts of Germany the hardest
outdoor work falls to the lot of the women.
They plow and spade the fields, follow the
coal carts through the cities, and ptit the
coal in the cellars while the male driver
sits on the wagon, and draw the milk wagons
into the towns, a woman and a dog generai-l- y

making a team for the milk cart.
When Mauritius was ceded to Great

IJritain in lSl there was a gigantic turtle
in a court of the artillery barracks at Port
lxuis. It weighs 330 pounds, and standstwo feet high when walking. Its shell Is
eight feet six inches long, ami it can carry
two men. on its back with ease. It is be-
lieved to Le at least two hundred years
old.

Additions to rented" premises, when ma.leby the tenant, should never be fastened by
nails, but with screws. Should he wish to
move away and taks with him tho lumbercomposing the Improvements he has made
he can simply draw out the screws andtake the planks. If ho fastens them withnails the improvements biccme the land-
lord's property.

I'ASIIIOX XOTI3S.

Fine black wollen and silk-war- p fabricsan prettily fashioned with a yoke, cruhcollar and belt cf changeable velvet.
Silks will be more used during the springand summer seasons for afternoon andchurch dresses than they have been formany years.
Nearly all the n?w dress costumes ofvelvet and cloth are accompanied bv avelvet capo to match, or a cape of clothwith a deep collarette of velvet, showing

that canes ar? stil to reign.
Braiding will be ono of the very populardic..s itvorations this spring, and narrowsoutache braids are put upon, the marketIn black and the standard colors, and alsowoven with metal threads for braidingvesta, rovers, skirt-seam- s and borders,overdresses, panels, cape-collar- s, sleeve-car-sand cuffs
Moire, after a brief period of banish-ment, seems to lead in silks; It comes ina gerat variety of styles, in satin and moirestripes, in the "watered silk" of our grand-

mothers and ln the rich brocade moires;bi.aek is in the ascendant, but elegant din-ner gowns are made of black with bro-
caded designs in all the new colorings' andln floral patterns.

Novelties in hosiery will constitute one ofthe factors in the forthcoming fancies offashion. The range sems unlimited if thesamples of spring importations may be
taken as a criterion. Light tints and darkcolorings are shown In plain, combination,or ribbed effects. Novelties in black cot-
ton hosiery are being brought out having
the embroidery woven in, which rendersthem almost as durable as the stocking
itself.

All manner of Empire sleeves with asingle or double cuff at the top are very
advantageous for remodeling handsome
dresKts. An effective sleeve tor a. dressytoilet drapes in a puff at the top, and falls
thence in a dep frill of lace caught up on
the inside of the arm. The Marie. Antoi-nette model has lace frills falling from the
f Ibow.and the Venetian sleeve has a slashedpuff at the top showing glimpses of con-trasting color. The effect is obtained bylining the ruff Itsdf with satin, and drap-ing it on a close sb-ov- beneath.

A fashion writer in tho New York Pestsays: The spirit of independence is everyday becoming more and more a noticeablecharacteristic of American women in re-gard to dres as well as in many other
lvc-ird.v-

. Opposition and ridicule se-- m

rather t stimulate than dampen the ardorof women who. in the matter of gowning,
dare to be free and are inflexibly' b?nton being so. Every woman of good sense
and cultivated taste may be safely left to
judi-- e for herself what is belitting, and
tr.i -- e b whom these attributes may be
vouchsafed will. In spite cf criticism, fol-
low their own will, whim, or inclination.

I!obhM itie!lon.
I'uek.

Bobby Pop. what has giraffes got suchlong mvks lor?
Ton 1 Barer.! Cod gave them their long

necks so that they could reach the bnve- -

cf tae palm, which only grow at the top
of the tree. That is the only way they can
get at them.

p.ob by (after a pause) Couldn't He have
made tlie leaves grow lower down?

( (iniNlock and Kootchy-Kootrli- y.

New York Recorder.
Mr. Comstoek's recital of how he tried to

stop the "danae du Vfntre" in Chicago
was touching. It was given before the So-
ciety for the Suppression of Vice, and
what struck me particularly was his de-
scription of the inevitable woman who
went to the show, and. with a pale face,
Kurp-d- : "I have been to the mouth of hell
to-day- ." In the name of all that is cynical,
why do ladles eo to these shows? They

IllfO fr,l . "

lMfpS Ket lhe Vlower out S-'th- o

alri't "T, TWh'- - 1L'S half-pa- Vt

mornin-.11.- ; JA'V1 fhan't pick the rose-- tilltie blOWed OUt lwttpr then "
STV' yoncd Miss Pendexter.:)& aTre. Vou goin to pick that, too?"

2"ro2bli5 TheJ' that's Just what'sme." she turned to trv , i

at the fri'n1 who sat
--Miss I'endexter had move.1

,;.t,u" u- - i tne way of the sun. "I
h ivi ft m V. k.now wnich of Vni out to 1

i 5 wai1 Irs- - Hlckford despondently.
. ha,t.e .tf ake a choice between I

Z"Anif a,i .naa tnc,r Kood Taints,Mr. Piekford. and I respected 'em
n-i- I don t know but what I think of one

nio.st as much as I do of the other."
' ,U ,s 'fflcult for you. ain't It?"responded Miss Pendexter. "I don't know'sI can offer advice."".No. I

siowiy. with a shadow of disappointmentcomlntr over her calm face. "I feel sureyou would, if you could. Abby."
l.oth of the women felt as if they were
.?.Lr 'css before a great emergencv.

1 here's one thing they're (ill in a bet-ter world now." said Miss Pendexter. in a
seir-conselo- us and constrained voice; "theycan t feel such little things or take note o'Blights same's we ran."'; I suppose 't is myself that wants tobe Just." answered Mrs. Piekford. "I feelunder obligations to my late husband when
1 look about and see how comfortable heleft mo. Poor Mr. Wallis had his rcreatprojects,, an' perhaps if he'd lived longer
hod have made a record; but when h diedhe d failed all up. owing to that patent
cornsheller he'd put everything into, and,as ycu know, I had to get along 'mostany way I could for the next few years.
Life was very disappointing with Mr. Yal-li- s.

but he meant well, an used to be an
amiable terson. to dwed with, until his tem-per got spoiled makin' so manv hopes, an
bavin 'cm turn out failures. He had con-
sider ble of an air, an dressed verv hand-
some, when I was. first acquainted with
him, Mr. Wallls did. I don't know's you
ever knew Mr. YVallis in his prime?"

"He died the year I moved over here from
.Corth Ientleld." said Miss Pendexter. In
a tone of sympathy. "I jst knew him by
sight. I was to his funeral. You knowyou lived In what we call the Wells house
then, and I felt it wouldn't be an intrusion,
we was such near neighlors. Tli first t'me
T ever was in your house was just before
that, when he was sick, an' Mary 'Pecca
Wade an I called to see if there was any-
thing we could do."

"They used to sav about town that Mr.
Wallls went to an fro like a mailcoach
and brought nothin to pass," announced
Mrs. Piekford without bitterness. "He
ought to have bad a better chance than he
did in this little neighborhood. You seo.
ho had oxcejlent ideas, but he never'd
learned the machinist's trade, and therewas somethln the matter wdth every model
he contrived. I used to be real narre-w-minde-d

when he talked about moving 'way
up to Txwell. or some, of them places; I
hated to think cf leaving my folks; and
now T see that I never done right by him.
His Ideas. was good. I know once he was
on a jury, and there was a man stopping
to the tavern whre he was. near the court-
house, a man that traveled for a firm to
Powell; and they engaged In talk, an' Mr.
Vallis let out som? of his notions, an con-
trivances, an he said that man wouldn't
hardly stop to eat. he was so interested,
an' said he'd look for a chance for him up
to Lowell. It all sounded so wll that I
kind of begun to think about goin myself.
Mr. Wallis said we'd close the house here,
and go an board through the winter. Put
be never heard a word from him, and the
disappointment was one he never got over.
I think of it now different from what I
did then. I often used to be kind of dis-
approving to Mr. Wallis; but there, he
used to lve always tellin' over his great
projects. Somebody told me onoe that a
man bv the name of the one he met while
be was to court had go?; some patents for
the verv things Mr. Wallis u?ed to be work- -
in over; but t was after be rife!, an' I
don't know's 't was In him to ever really
set things up so other folks covild ha' seen
their value. IPs machines always used to
work kind of rickety, but folks used to
coe from all round to see 'em: they was
curiosities If they wa'n't nothin else, an'
gave him a name."

Mrs. Piekford paib'ed a moment, with
some geranium leaves in her hand, and
seemed to suppress with difficulty a desire
to peak even more freely.

"lie was a dreadful notional man." she
said at lat, rerrretfullv. and as if thb
fact were a poor substitute for what had
iust been in her mind. "I recollect one
time he worked all through thei early win-
ter over my churn, an got it so it would
go three-quarte- rs of an hour all of itself
If vou wound it up; an if you'll believe it.
he'went and spent all that time for nethln
when the cow was dry. in' we was with
difficulty ?orrovin a pint o milk a day
somewheres In the neighborhrvod just to
get along with." Mrs. Pickfcrd flushed
with displeasure, and turned to look at
her visitor. "Now what do you think of
such a man as that, Miss Pendexter?" she
asked.

"Whv. I don't know but t wa just as
good for an invention." answer?d Miss Pen-
dexter timidly; but her friend looked doubt-
ful, and did not apnenr to understand.

"Then I asked him where it was. one
dav that spring when I'd pot iired to death
chiimln', and the butter wouldn't come in
a churn I'd had to borrow, and he'd gruie
an took ours all to pieces to get the works
to make some other uaeies contrivance
with. He had no sort of n business turn,
but he was well meardn. Mr. Wallis ws.
an full of dlvertin tnlk: they usl to call
him verv good compar.. I see now that he
never had no rrorer chanc'. I've always
rearotted ?.Ir. Wnllls." said she who was
now the widow P'ekford.

"I'm sure ycu always spal: well of him."
snid Miss Pendoxter. " 'Tvrss a r ity be
hadn't got amotiT pool business men. who
could push his inventions an' do all the
business nart."

"I was left very poor an' needy for them
next few years," said Mrs. I! He ford motrn-full- v;

"but he never'd Hve up but what
ho should lle-- worth his $.".0.VO. I don't seo
now how I ever did get alor.;f them mxt
feV years without hiin; but thor I al-wa- vs

managed to keet a pip, rn' slst
Kliza gave me mv potato-- , and I made out
somehow. I could dig me a few greenp.
vou know, in the spring, and then 't would
come strawberr time, and other berries

on, I was always decent to go
to mectin' till within the last six months,
an then T went in bad weather, when
folks wouldn't notice; but t was a rainy
summer, an T managed to get considerable
pn-arhi- n after a'l. My clothes looked
proper enough when it was a rainv Sundav.
I often think o them pinched djvs now,
when I'm left so comfortable by Mr. Pick-ford- ."

"Yes'm. you've everything to be thankful
for," said Miss Pendexter. who v.-a-s a- -

tH'or herself at that moment as hr friend
had ever been, and who never could dream
nf venturing upon the suprort and cham-
pionship of a pig. "Mr. Piekford was a
very persvnable man." she hastened to
say. the confidences were so Intimate and
Intf resting.

"oh. very." replied Mrs. Piekford; "there
was cornet bine alxut him that was very
marked. Strangers would alwavs ask
who he was as lie come into meet'n. His
words counted, he never spoke except he
had to. 'T'.vas a relief nt first after Mr.
Wallis's leiug so fluent: but Mr. Wallls
was splendid company for winter evenings

t would Tr;e S o'c'oc-- before ycu knrtw
it. I didn't use to listen to It all. but he
had a great del of infrrmat'e.n. Mr. Pick-for- d

vni oread ful v dignifiM: I u-- d to
be sort of m't h'n" with him along at the
first, for fear he'd diFnpprove of me: but
I found out 't wa'n't no need: he was nl-wa- vs

iust that wav. en done everything
bv'rule an men sure. H hrdn't the mind
of mv other husbands, but he was a very
dignified appearing man: be used pio?t
'iLvayQ to sleep in the evonin's, Mr. Po?k- -

fird did." ..
"Them i level- - Po'Mliefa. certain. ex- -

c'.iimol Miss lvivlexter. "Why, I cniMnt
t,.n v apart: the ?!wers are cornin' out
just richt.' aren't thev?"

Mr.. Piohfor-- ' nod led assent, and then,
dnrtlM br sudden reolle- - tlor. sh- - oast a
quirk glance at the r in the window.

"I abavs se!n to forget abut vr-u-r

irt h ;shand, Mr. Fnl'v," Misr TVn 'ext-- r
ugtreted braved v. "Tve eftou heird you
p-a- k ef him. too. but he'd passed away

ion r before I ever knew y"
lt was but a bv." said Mrs. Piekf-r- d.

"I thcaight the wor'd was done for me
vher he died, bur I've often thought 't
was a mercy f.-- r Mm. Hf v of a v.ry
melanrh.dv familv. :nd all Ms br. tv-e-- s

an' y'ster rnjovrd ro-- r health; it miUit
have b.-c-n his lot. Fe'Us safd we vi nS
t.rettv a c.-up-

l' a- - eve- - come into hurh;
we was both dark, with Mack eye an' a
-- o,h! d- -il ' color-- vo i v.ouMn t exp-- et it
',; -- e- re now. AlUert v.-.- one that held

."his be:vl. and b -- Vd a- - If h- - mer.ar
u '. . li h-i- .l i food vr r.l
t( i.u-- n tne i(r.u. io

. . . r. vb. deI 1 i. ''ill ni "
mlsrht nave n. - m

'Ne-.- r

Mr. Pi kf:rdThere was a long p.su.-?- .

l vv-he- a b-- 1pteir
C, eld r rose thr.t had dmpp.-- d on the fbjor.

T erneet 't wa- - what tpv ffH f'lIMn'

in love." fhe aM-- l. in a different ton;
-- he W.Vn't nothin' but a boy. an w n

b"t v.e w-- s dr.ad'oi
,7aPP?' .Alnf favor his folba tv HI

b'av-- ( f lored hair and wa f . b-- le;a
exrtpt hi mother: the-- alike.

WUi tw!.l alike and set everving by
h .rther le was .lust the Kb.d , r e

e--

; i'rtv voiirn? man that p-- s r!nt
'Wth: tover. Ye was just s

farm, an' he'd have d neorv Vm Varl time; as it was. he MtwelM ar;.l thathasty temper.had a",,tV, . l !J C:1.,lt. l.ut ba.l . lov. ly
wa in" - t.i lw-- r ,"'i"nf ri
voire to SHig. trey ra u

t.
-

s?ft.
'

ton n ii'iry- -

tr himself riht
1 V'! the AM or
0Uf ,U

i n't know U lialf o' fie t!re, no
un Z bird would. I don't know'srom-nn- n

1 .u.ht to. but tb-- r.Invab?ed l Uft as

71 and 73 W, AYasliiimtoii Street

hart not made up her mind; she had stooped
trying to deal with such an evasive thin
as decision, and leaned back and restedas best she could.

"What an old fool I be," she rebuked
herself from time to time. In so loud a.whisper that hr companion ventured a re- -
spoctful "What, ma'am?" and was .aston-
ished that she made no rr-pl- v. Tie wasa handsome young man. but Mrs. Piekford
could never cease thinking of him as a
boy. lie had always ben her favoriteamong the younger members of the family,
and he now returned this affectionatefeeling, bein.? possessed of an instinctive
confidence in the securities of his prosaicaunt

As they drove alone there had seamedat first to be something unsympathetic
and parish about the beaut v of the sum-
mer day. After the shade and shelter ofthe houre Mr- -. Piekford sutTered fromeven a more contracted and assailed feel-ing out of doors. The very trees by theroadside had ;t curious' v fateful, tryingway of standing back to watch hrtr as" hepassed In the acute agonv of her indecisionand she was annoyed and startled bv a bi-- dthat flew too near the chais in a momerp
of surprise. She was conscious of a strange
reluctance to the movement of the Sundavchaise, as if she were being convoye.1against her will: but the compa.rlonship oi-
lier nephew John grew every moment tobe more and more a reliance, it was vervcomfortable to sit by his side, even thoughhe had nothing to say; he was manlv andcheerful and she began to feel protected"Aunt Piekford." he suddenly announced"I may. s well out w ith it. I've got a pieceo' news to tell you, if VoU won't lt on tonobody. I expect you'll laufb. but you
know I've set everything bv Marv PizieGifford ever since I was a bov. Well sir'""Well, sir." exclaimed Aunt Piekford in
her turn, quickly roused into moM comfort-able self-forgctfulne- ss. "I am reallvpleased. She'll make vou a good, smart
v,"l,fe--.A,n- 't a11 the folks Pleased, both

"Yes. they ha." answered John soTerlvwith a happy, important look that becamehim well.
"I guess I can make out to do somethingfor you to help along, when the rirht time

comes." said Aunt Piekford" impi-hivel.-aft-

a moment's reflection. "I've knownwhat it Is to be starting out in life withplenty o hope. You ain't ealculntin ongettin married before fall or be ve?""'Pong In the fall." said John rerretfullv."I wish f we could set up for ourselvesright awov this summer. I ain't got muchahead, but I can work well as anybodv, an'now I'm out o my tim?."
"She's a nice, modest, pretty girl. T

thought she liked you. John." said the oldnunt. "I saw her over to your mother's,
last day I was there. Well, I expect vou'li
be happv."

"Certain." sail John, turning to look ather affectionately, surpri?nl by this out-
spokenness and lack of embarrassment he-fce- o

them. "Thank you, aunt," he said
simplv: " you're a real good friend to me."
and he looked away again hastily, andblushed a fine scarlet over hl sun-brown- e(i

fao "She's coming over to sond the day
with the girls." he added. "Mother thou?.ntof it. You don't get over to see us very
open."

Mrs. Piekford smiled approvin.'dv. John'smother Iooi;e,l for her arool opinion, no
doubt, but it was very prcivr for ,hhn to
have told his prospects himself, and in such
a pretty way. There was no shilly-shallyin- g

about Ihe boy.
"My gracious." said John ruddenlv. "I'dlike to have drove riulit bv the burying

ground. I forgot we wanted to sto!."Strange as it mav appear, Mrs. Piekford
herself had not noticed the burving ground,
either, ln her excitement and pleasure;
nov she felt distressed and

and showed it i.n her face at once.
Th. young man bund lightly to theground, and reached for the flowers.

"Here, you just let me run up with 'em,"
he said kind'v. " T a ho in the sip t --

day, an' you'll mind it risio the hill. We'll
st p as I fetch von hack to-nig- ht, and you
can go up comfortable an walk the yard
aftr sundown when u s cool, a.n stay as
long ac you're a mind to. You seem "sot
of aunt."

"I don't know but what I will let vou
carry 'em," said Mrs. P'eVford slv.dv.

T. 'cave the matter of he rose l.i the
bands of fate seemed weakne--- . and. cow-arlio'- 1.

but there was mt a rnur.nt for
consideration. John wa.i a smiling fate.

nd bis proposition wa a rreat relief.
She watched him go away with a terrible
Inward shakin-r- . ar.d sinking of pride. She
bad held th-.- - flowers with so tr:-- : a grasn
that her hands felt weak and numb, and

i as she leaned back and shut he- - eve; she
was afraid t open mom a train at first
for fear of knowing the iru-jutt- s a;trt
even at that distance, and giving instruc-
tions which she rrtiaht recrct. With a su.f-de- n

Impulse she called John once or twice
eagerly: but her voice had a thin and pio-I- mr

sound, and the meditative early crick-
ets that chirped In the froh summer giS--
probably Found-- d louder in Jean's ear.
The bright liht on the white stones daz-
zled M's. !.' kford's ev-- : and thea all at
once die felt light-hearte- d, and the d:y
seemed to lift Itself higher and wid'r from
the earth. nl she vave a svh of relief
as her messenger came back along the
path. "I know who I do hope's go' the
ri--'h- t one." die :! to her. If. 'There.
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went to the show when it was riven here,
and were shocked. Excuse me .for saying
what I must say. I believe they like to see
these things for the thrill caused. Come
now, isn't it so? .

SlIiYKR QUKSTIOX AT VAs PASO.

Ia thnt Town the Present Sitnutlon
Im Entirely Sntlafnetory.

Boston Journal.
A pood storv illustrating one phase of the

silver fiuestion was told by lawyer Solomon
Lincoln at the recent Christmas dinner of
the Merchants' Club, of which he Is a mem-be- r.

"People living on the border between
Mexico and the United States ought to be
pretty well satisfied with the present condi-
tion of affairs, said he, "with things as
they are in the vicinity of El Paso, Tex.

"El Paso is located on the Rio Grande.
If you cross that river you nre in Mexico.
In El Paso an American silver dollar is
worth ICO cents, but if you ko over into
Mexico it is only worth R-- j cents.

"A Mexican silver dollar, on the other
hand, is subject to a discount of li per
cent, in El Paso. So that there is retalia-
tion, you se?.

"When a citizen of El Paso is thirsty he
steps into a barroom in his town and or-

ders a lemonade or something stronger, and
planks down aji American silver dollar on
the counter. s

"Tha drink is placed on the counter.
"After the customer has quenched his

thirst he picks up his change.
"This does not consist of S. Ameriean

cents oh, no. The price of the drink was
lo cents, but the chants consists of a Mex-
ican silver dollar, worth but i ce,nt,5:

"Utter in the day the citizen of LI Paso
crosses the river and pays a visit to the
Mexican town, on business or pleasure.

"He becomes thirsty apaln.
"Entering a Mexican barroom he steps

to the counter and says:
" Yh!sKv.'

"The drink is placed on the har, and after
drinking the glass the El Paso man Sfttl...s.
This time he pays for his drims with a
Mexican silver dollar.

"The Mexican bartender smiles
as he gives his customer his change

an3 American sliver dollar, worth, of ccur?e,
but 8--j cents.

"Then the American crosses over to El
Paso si pain. He can so home and spend
the night with his family, or he cnri buy an-
other drink in his own town and get an-

other Mexican silver dollar.
"He can go back and forth all day, you

ee ret all he wants to drink and still
Live 'a sliver dollar In his pocket.

"It may be an American, or it may be a
Mexican silver dollar, it makes no differ-
ence to him.

Is it any wonder that the people or El
Paso are satisfied with the present status
of the silver questionY

Two (iotxl Reasons.
Chicago Tribune.

"No. George." she said. "I 11 take your
r.r.n. if you please. My book of decorum
says out a cad or an usher ever
grabs a lady hy the arm. HcslJes." she
added, "it's begun to take."
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